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Mutual Military Confidence 
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1. Six Point Deal Reached 

Tensions between the two Koreas rapidly escalating in August were barely halted 
as both North and South Korea reached to an agreement on August 25, 2015 after 
painstaking negotiations. The six points that were included in the agreement are as 
follows. 

1. The two Koreas to hold talks in either Pyongyang or Seoul at an early date to 
improve their relations; 

2. North Korea to express regret over a recent landmine explosion that injured two 
South Korean soldiers; 

3. South Korea to stop loudspeaker broadcasts from noon August 25, unless there is 
unusual activity along the border; 

4. North Korea to end its “semi-war state”; 
5. Both North and South Korea to arrange separated family reunions on the occasion 

of the forthcoming Chuseok (Thanksgiving) holiday. In order to make reunions 
feasible, the two Koreas agreed to host the Red Cross meeting in September; and 

6. North and South Korea to foster non-governmental exchanges in various fields.1

The agreement was finalized through three-days-long marathon talks between 
Kim Kwan-jin, the Chief National Security Adviser to President Park Geun-hye’s 
administration and Hwang Pyong-so, the Director of the General Political Bureau 
of the North Korean Army, who is known to be the second most influential military 
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figure in North Korea.2

2. Landmine Incident and Its Escalation 

The conflict that almost led to a military cross-fire was instigated as two South 
Korean soldiers patrolling the Demilitarized Zone (“DMZ”) were badly wounded 
on August 4 by landmines. On August 10, the South Korean government claimed 
that the landmines were North Korean-made ‘wooden box’ landmines.3 Following 
the governmental statement, South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff vowed that “North 
Korea would pay a harsh price proportionate for the provocation it made.”4 On the 
other hand, North Korea denied the claim and argued that it was a fabricated, yet 
carefully-calculated provocation by the South Korea having the intention to start a 
war.5

The South Korean military retaliated against the North by reviving the loudspeaker 
propaganda campaign along the border. The loudspeaker propagation started in 
1962 and lasted for 42 years until the two sides agreed to stop the practice on June 16, 
2004. According to a news report, the maximum volume of the loudspeakers could 
deliver sounds as far as 24km at night and 10km during daytime.6 The loudspeaker 
broadcasted programs consisted of four subsections including promotion of liberal 
democracy, advertisement of South Korea’s development, restoration of unity, and 
exposure of the other side of the North Korean society. The broadcasts lasted for 
eight hours every day.7 

In response, the North, considering the use of the loudspeakers an “act of war,” 
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